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nation to be the spiritual leader of the world towards unity and
harmony, and visualized a League of Nations under the presidency
of the Pope.

Giuseppe Mazzini (1805-72) was one of the most fascinating
figures of the Risorgimento.1 His whole life was devoted to the
liberation and unification of Italy which, he hoped, would lead
to the liberation of all oppressed peoples and to the unification
of mankind in the form of an association of free nations under
Italian leadership, For this purpose he was constantly engaged in
planning and organizing secret societies, conspiracies, and revolu-
tions, not only in Italy but also in other countries, and in 1849 he
was the soul of the Roman Republic. The greater part of his
life, however, he had to live as an exile, mainly in England, and
even after the liberation of Italy was achieved he formally re-
mained an exile and could only visit Italy disguised as an
Englishman.

Nationality was to Mazzini a religion. It was the funda-
mental thought of his doctrine that no real community and no
important progress was possible without a strong religious belief.
Neither the doctrine of the rights of the individual, proclaimed by
the French Revolution, nor the principle of the greatest happiness,
taught by Bentham, nor the materialism of the -socialists could
form the philosophical basis of a well-ordered society in which
men could develop all their faculties. If the liberty and happi-
ness of the individual were the supreme aims, how could it be
demanded that the individuals should subordinate their interests
to those of the community and should sacrifice themselves to its
welfare ? The duties of men to society were prior to their rights,
and the idea of duty implied a supra-natural, religious sanction.
Men existed not for being happy or doing what they liked but for
fulfilling a mission in the service of humanity. Liberty was the
faculty of choosing among the various modes of fulfilling duty
those most in harmony with our own tendencies.

Mazzini's religion, however, was not that of the Churches
which in his view had outlived themselves* He hated papacy and
regarded it as doomed, and he criticized Christianity for being
too individualistic and lacking in patriotism, and in political
and social interest in general. The French Revolution with
its Rights of Man was an off-shoot of Christianity, and it had
soon led to materialism. Both individualism and materialism
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